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follows the rejection of more than one attempt from our side to
provide an acceptable solution of constitutional difficulties.

In the case of our colonies, it is an undesirable procedure.
With our own long experience of government and of the working
of democratic institutions, we should be able to give a lead and
guidance to our colonial peoples, who usually have few men of
political experience or with knowledge of constitutional
variations and niceties. Not only so, but where there are con-
tending factions, how is it possible to get local agreement?
Ceylon ministers have been asked to submit a scheme for a new
Constitution. With one exception they are all members of the
same community. Is their scheme likely to be one which will
commend itself to all the Ceylon people? It will simply mean
that the Colonial Office or any body delegated by it to frame a
new constitution will have the invidious task of deciding between
this scheme and counter-proposals, with the likelihood that the
final decision will incur the antagonism and the non-co-operation
of those who have not been consulted or whose invited views
have not been accepted.1

Certainly, it is essential that local opinion of all kinds should
be obtained and local needs anticipated. Commissions mainly
composed of British Members of Parliament (which is, ulti-
mately, responsible for conditions and development in the
colonies) should proceed, as heretofore, without previous
commitments, to the colony concerned. Such Commissions
would be sympathetic and objective, and would obtain a
more accurate perspective than colonial politicians who are
in the midst of local controversy. These Members of Parlia-
ment could be associated with representative public men in the
colony, where these were available, and, evidence should be

1 Since the above was written, a message from The Times correspondent
in Colombo suggests that the Ceylon Ministers may "find themselves
unable to collaborate** with any Reforms Commission which the British
Government now propose to send out, as the Ministers apparently resent
the fact that the Colonial Office is not prepared to accept their draft
without further investigation of the local position by a visiting Com-
mission.